Geography subject progression

This document details the progression of the geography knowledge, skills, and vocabulary from EYFS to upper key stage 2, as outlined by the National

Curriculum.

This document is to be used by all teaching staff to support them in their planning and teaching of geography, in order to set the appropriate levels of work and
differentiate accordingly. Although children should not be expected to work at a level above their year group, this document clearly outlines the expectations for
children from EYFS to year 6, and is a framework designed to support children of all abilities.

Date: September 2020

Revise date: August 2021 Subject leader: Alex Field

We recognise that in order to progress children’s knowledge and skills, aid their retention of information, and support them in applying their understanding,
geography must be taught in a specific way. Below is a framework detailing what one might expect to see during the teaching of geography, dependent on
where in the learning journey the class is. This framework should be consistent though out the school and be reflected in geography planning, and in children’s

books and through pupil voice.

‘Wow’ opening lesson

Every learning journey should start with an engaging ‘Wow’ lesson, aimed to hook children into the topic.

Enquiry based learning

Children should be engaged in geography through active enquiry, where their questions are the focal point for
learning and underpin the topic.

Use of up-to-date, high quality
resources

All children should have access to, and be taught how to use a range of geography resources effectively. Use of
these resources should not just be seen in the classroom, but during fieldwork too.

Outdoor learning

Geography is the study of the environment, and how people interact with it. Therefore, all children should
experience outdoor learning, to observe the land first-hand, and develop an understanding of the complexities
of the topic. While undertaking outdoor learning, children should practice and apply their geography fieldwork

skills to support their geography enquiry (map reading, using compasses, data recording etc...).

Vocabulary

Children should be taught specific human and physical geography vocabulary, specific to their enquiry. This
vocabulary should be used by teachers during geography lessons, encouraged during discussion, and evidenced
in children’s books.




Map skills

Year EYFS 1/2 3/4 5/6
Knowledge 22-36 months To use a map to navigate around | Use maps, atlases, globes, and Independently take initiative and
To notice differences in a local area — supported where digital/computer maps to locate use a choice of maps, atlases,
their surroundings appropriate. continents, countries, and the globes, and digital/computer maps
oceans, and to identify the equator to locate continents, countries, and
30-50 months To be able to read and navigate | (and its relation to the northern and the oceans, and to identify the
Can discuss their local area | around a map, globe, and atlas southern hemispheres), and the equator (and its relation to the
and discuss why and how to identify the United Kingdom North and South Poles. northern and southern
things work. (and its countries, cities), hemispheres), and the North and
Europe, and their surrounding To identify key areas of the United South Poles.
40 months - ELG seas. Kingdom including countries,
To be able to use their counties, and cities using the above To understand the global location
familiarity with a local area | To start using maps, globes, and | resources. of the United Kingdom and
to contribute to the atlases to identify the planets 7 compare with other countries
creation of a class map continents and 5 oceans. To be able to orientated themselves | around the world.
(Example: A map of school) around a familiar area using a map.
To be able to identify specific areas
and geographical features on a
map, and highlight routes around a
local area (taking into account the
feature of their local area).
Skills 22-36 month Children will use world maps, To be able to create and use a map To independently create and use a
Enjoy playing with small- atlases, and globes to identify including a key, and understanding of | map complete with key, symbols,
world models such as the United Kingdom (and its North, East, South, and West. orientation, 4-6 figure grid, and a
farms, garages, or train countries), Europe, and the range of scales.
tracks — adults to provide North and Mediterranean seas. To use the 8 points of a compass to
and read stories and talk support them in map reading and To use the 8 points of a compass
about journeys. direction. and a map to navigate a local,
familiar area.




40 months +

To identify key locations on
a map (including one they
have created themselves)
of an area they are very
familiar.

To identify and interact
with pictures, videos, and
maps; and use them during
fieldwork (walks around
school, or the local
community).

To begin using a grid reference
system using letters and numbers, to
identify areas on a map.

To build an understanding of the use
of Ordnance survey maps, and use
them to identify key areas around the
United Kingdom and the wider world.

Use resources like books, photos
(including aerial photographs),
videos, drawings, and the internet
(including internet maps) to identify
and compare key geographical
features and locations.

Use 4 and 6 figure grid references
to navigate around a map and
locate specific locations and
features — assisted where
appropriate.

Use an ordinance survey map to
identify key areas of the United
Kingdom, and the wider work, and
recognised key symbols on the
map.

Use resources like books, photos
(including aerial photographs),
videos, drawings, and the internet
(including internet maps) to identify
and compare key geographical
features and locations.

Using the above resources, create
their own maps identifying key
features and locations.

Vocabulary

map

North /East/ South/ West maps
/plan / symbol/ atlas near/far/
left/right

Same as year before

aerial photograph/ sketch/ map/
locate/ key/North East/North
East/South East/South West/4 figure
grid reference/ OS map/ scale/large

Same as year before

satellite/primary sources/secondary
sources/evidence/OS map symbols




scale map/medium scale

map/features.
Fieldwork skills
Year EYFS 1/2 3/4 5/6
Knowledge Talk about their local To recognise and be able to To understand the use of maps, To understand the use of maps,
environment, including identify North, East, South, and atlases, globes, and computer based atlases, globes, and computer
describing and comparing West on a compass, and use maps. To understand and identify based maps including the use of a
key geographical features. | locational and direction language | North, East, South, and West using 4-6 grid systems with symbols. To
(here and there, near and far, the 8 points on a compass. understand and identify North,
long and short). East, South, and West using the 8
Use more advanced vocabulary to points on a compass.
To be able to plan and run an identify location and direction
enquiry about their school and including the vocabulary from prior Use more advanced vocabulary to
local area (supported where years. identify location and direction
appropriate). including the vocabulary from prior
To plan and run an enquiry about the | years.
United Kingdom and the wider world
using a variety of sources, and to To plan and run an independent
discuss all findings — to be supported | enquiry about the United Kingdom
where appropriate. and the wider world using a variety
of sources, and to discuss all
findings, conclude, and give
detailed recommendations.
Skills 22-36 months Collect and record basic data Collect and record data Collect, record, and analyse data in

To notice detailed features
of objects in their
environments.

30 months - ELG

Run an enquiry about their
school and local surroundings,
considering key human and
physical geography.

Run an enquiry about the local area
including and areas they are familiar
with, considering the human and
physical geography of the study area.

a variety of ways.

Independently plan, organise, and
run an enquiry of an area they are
familiar with, incorporating the




To communicate with
others about their local
environment while on
learning walks, and later in
reflection.

Show care and concern for
living things and the
environment.

Discuss and write about their
observations using geography
specific vocabulary.

To use photographs and videos
to identify landmarks and
support their enquiry.

To use a compass to follow
simple directions and move
North, East, South, and West.

Write an account and discuss their
observations using specific
vocabulary, and begin to compare
and conclude using evidence and
resources.

Use a variety of resources including
maps, compasses, and recording
materials to identify and landmarks
relating to their enquiry.

Begin drawing maps from pictures
and their observations.

study of key human and physical
geographical features.

Use data and evidence to write
about their enquiry, including
interpretation and analysis of data,
discussion, conclusion, and
recommendations (including
reflections on the enquiry design
and its effectiveness).

Independently use a variety of
resources in the field to support
their enquiry including maps,
compasses, recording material,
pictures, videos, and the internet.

Drawing maps using pictures and
their observations, including 4-6
figure grid references, a key, and
symbols.

Display findings in a variety of way’s
as they feel appropriate (sketches,
maps, pictures, graphs etc...).

Vocabulary

House, tree, bus stop,
path, road, shop, field,
train track, church, sand,
grass

Same as year before

School, busy, quiet, building,
playing field, playground,
investigate

Same as year before
Fieldwork, collect, record, observe,
analyse, draw conclusions, compare

Same as year before
sources/evidence/influences




Place and location

Year EYFS 1/2 3/4 5/6
Knowledge 30-50 months To understand the differences To understand the differences and To understand the differences and
To compare and discuss and similarities between similarities between different similarities between different
geographical features of different geographical features geographical features through the geographical features through the
their local area. through the study of human and | study of human and physical study of human and physical
physical geography of the UK. geography of the UK, a region of a geography of the UK and the wider
40 months - ELG European country, and a region with | world.
To identify similarities and | To recognise the continents, North and South America.
differences in both physical | countries, and identify which To understand the proximal
and human geography areas of the earth are hot and To begin to recognise the global location of continents, countries,
(rivers, hills, roads, which are cold. location of continents, countries, and | oceans, and how the climates of
buildings etc...) oceans, and which areas are hot and | countries are affected by the
which are cold in proximity to the equator.
equator.
Skills 30 months - ELG Using high-quality resources Continue using high-quality resources | Continue using high-quality

To discuss where they live,

and the surrounding areas,
including locations they are
familiar with — school, local
playing field etc...

(maps, pictures, globes, atlases,
video etc...) compare
geographical features and
specific locations.

To compare a location within the
UK, with a location in a non-
European country.

to locate and compare places and
geographical features, including the
comparison of the United Kingdom
and another country in Europe or the
Americas.

Begin to identify and describe key
environments from around the world
— supported where appropriate.

resources to locate and compare
places and geographical features,
including the comparison of the
United Kingdom and countries from
around the world.

Independently identify and describe
key environments from around the
world.

Compare areas around the world
based on their physical and human

geography.




Vocabulary England England /hot/ cold/ similar/ Same as year before Same as year before
different/ Hot/ cold/ similar/
different/ United Kingdom/ The UK and Continents as taught in The UK and Continents as taught in
human/ physical/ North Sea/ KS1 KS1
Irish Sea/ England/ Scotland/
Wales/ Northern Britain/France/Spain/Italy/ Greece/ Scandinavia/ Finland/ Sweden/
Ireland/London/ Middle East/ Pompeii/ North South America, Peru and Mexico
Belfast/Edinburgh/Cardiff America/ Pacific Ocean Ring of Fire/
China/Antarctica/Brazil/ Sahara/
Continent/Africa/ Antarctica/ Skara-Brae
Asia/ North America / South
America/Australia/ Europe
Human and physical geography
Year EYFS 1/2 3/4 5/6
Knowledge 30 months - ELG To understand the differences in | To understand and compare the To understand and compare the
Basic locational knowledge, | seasons and weather patterns in | differences in seasons and climates in | differences in seasons and climates
and identification and the UK. the UK with another country. between countries around the
comparison of human and world.
physical geographical To compare the UK with warmer | To understand how people interact
features —i.e. roads, and cooler locations around the | with the natural world, and to To develop and understanding of
buildings, transport, rivers, | planet in relation to the Equator | describe and explain different land the complexities of the natural
oceans, volcanoes, and the North and South Poles. uses. world and how people interact with
mountains etc... it.
Skills 30-50 months To use key geographical To develop the use of geographical To consistently use specific

Talk about some of the
living things they have
observed such as plants,
animals, natural, and non-
natural objects.

vocabulary to talk about key
physical and human features
including:

vocabulary when talking and writing
about human and physical features
including:

geographical vocabulary when
discussing and writing about human
and physical features including:




40 months - ELG

To compare human and
physical geographical
features and locations they
are familiar with.

They can discuss their
immediate environments,
and make observations of
animals and plants and
explain why some things
occur and change.

Physical: beaches, cliffs, forests,
hills, mountains, oceans.
Human: cities, villages, factories,
farms, offices, harbours, and
shops.

Identify and compare human
and physical features within the
local area, and non-European
countries.

Recognise how places and
geographical features have
changed over time.

Physical: climate zones, biomes,
rivers, mountains, earthquakes, and
water cycle.

Human: economic activity, trade
links, natural resources, food,
minerals, and water.

To identify and compare key
geographical features around the
world (rivers, mountains, cities etc...)

To begin comparing land use around
the world (including trade links), and
explain why there are differences and
similarities.

Recognise and begin to explain how
places and geographical features
change over time.

Physical: climate zones, biomes,

rivers, mountains, earthquakes, and

water cycle.

Human: economic activity, trade
links, natural resources, food,
minerals, and water.

To identify, compare, and discuss
key geographical features around
the world (rivers, mountains, cities
etc...)

To confidently compare land use
around the world (including trade
links), and explain why there are
differences and similarities —
supporting arguments with
evidence (collected during
fieldwork or from other reputable
sources).

Recognise and begin to explain how

places and geographical features
change over time.

Independently research and
investigate how and why physical
geography changes and how
humans interact with the planet
and each other (including trade




links, resources and energy, and
human impact on the planet).

Vocabulary

house/tree/bus
stop/path/road/shop/field
/train track/church/
sand/grass

Same as year before

Continent, Europe, North
America, South America, Asia,
Africa, Australia, Antarctica,
Atlantic ocean, Pacific Ocean,
Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean,
Arctic Ocean

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill,
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil,
valley, vegetation, season,
weather

City, town, village, factory, farm,
house, office, port, harbour,
shop

Same as year before

Volcanoes Volcano crust vent crater
core ash mantle eruption ring of fire
lava magma active dormant extinct)
rivers (flood plain, meanders,
waterfall, valley, mouth, source,
spring, stream, erosion, upper
course, middle course, lower course,
tributaries, delta, erosion) types of
settlement (rural/hamlet/dispersed/
scattered/nucleated) the distribution
of natural resources including energy,
food, minerals and water (water, gas,
coal, oil, wood, iron)

Same as year before

biomes (tundra/shrub
land/rainforest/ grassland/desert
/temperate/savanna) and
vegetation belts water cycle
(evaporation, condensation,
precipitation, atmosphere, climate,
water vapor, surface run-off,
transpiration, percolation)
earthquakes divergent/convergent
and transform boundaries,
epicentre, focus, fault, tsunami,
Richter scale, magnitude, intensity)
types of settlement
(rural/hamlet/dispersed/
scattered/nucleated) economic
activity including trade links,
agriculture,

mining, manufacturing,
engineering, construction,
exchanging, balance, purchase)




