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Monday 4th January 2021 

 
 
Dear parents, 
 
CHANGES IN SCHOOL  
 
I hope you are all well and that the children are looking forward to returning to school. 
 
As you know, discussions between Teaching Unions, County Councils and the Department of 
Education have been moving at a fast pace over the weekend regarding the opening of primary 
schools. All colleagues were contacted by their union over the weekend and were asked to consider if 
they feel safe to return to work. All staff had to consider the wider picture regarding increasing case 
rates with Gloucestershire and in particularly, areas very close to where colleagues live. 
 
I would like to thank all colleagues for giving their own safety and well-being much thought and I am 
pleased to say that those who can return to work are doing so. However, with the increased standing 
of Tier 4 and the local case rates rising over the weekend, we have had to take further measures to 
try and ensure we keep all children, families, colleagues and their families safe. Some of these 
decisions have not been easy ones to make, but have been taken in agreement with colleagues and 
the Chairs of Governors. 
 
Starting this week, there are three key changes that we have had to make so that we can remain open 
and keep everybody as safe as we can. We have had to make these changes to reduce even further 
the contact that different adults have with each other and with different bubbles of children.  
 
This means we can no longer cover colleagues for release time and we cannot have colleagues seeing 
different bubbles of children. We are reducing the time that children from different bubbles can mix. 
 

1) School will close to all children after lunch each Friday to allow for all colleagues to begin 
planning for the following week. 

 Class 3 and Class 1 will finish at 1:00pm 

 Class 2 and The Hive (Reception and pre-school) will finish at 1:15pm 
2) After School Sports Clubs have been cancelled 
3) There will be no After School Club.  

 
If we didn’t put these three measures in place, we would not be able to open the school under the 
current conditions as we would not be making the school as safe as we can.  
 
In addition, no music lessons will be carried out in school by external teachers and the base bus will 
not run on a Friday afternoon. We have a new Breakfast Club Leader, who is only in one bubble, so 
this can continue.  
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To further aid the school to be as safe as possible, please can I remind you of some important 
factors.  Please ensure your child comes to school with jumpers, coats, hats and scarves. We will be 
further ventilating the classrooms as much as we can. This means external doors will always be open 
and windows will be open. We will be keeping the heating on to try and minimise the effects of further 
ventilation, but inevitably it will be colder in school. 
 
At collection and drop off times, please ensure that you are wearing a mask and remain at a distance 
of 2m apart. We have to consider all families. It has been reported to school over the past 24 hrs that 
we have families in our immediate community who are caring for family members who have the virus. 
The virus, so to speak, is at our school gates. 
 
Before the children leave the house, please ensure that they have sanitised thoroughly.  
 
We are all very concerned about this virus and the rate in which it is spreading. It is important that we 
do all that we can to keep ourselves safe and to keep the school open for as long as we can. As we are 
doing all that we can to make the school as safe as possible, we strongly encourage you to send your 
children to school if there are no symptoms of Covid 19 within your household.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding, it means a lot to all of the staff who work 
at school. 
 
If you have any questions, please do email admin@kempsford.gloucs.sch.uk and we will respond as 
soon as possible. 
 
Best wishes and please do all that you can to stay safe. 
 
Your faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Mendum 

mailto:admin@kempsford.gloucs.sch.uk

