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3 November 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Well Half Term flew by and here we are already planning and looking forward to celebrating Christmas with our 
Key Stage 2 Carol Concert in December! 
 
Our theme this term is rather fittingly  ‘Celebrations’,  and in Class 3 we are celebrating our British heritage by 
studying the reign of Henry VIII.  In particular, we will be looking at the change in the power of the monarchy, and 
Henry VIII was probably one of the most notorious and powerful in British History.  The children have already 
produced some excellent homework on Henry as a husband, Henry as Patron of the Arts and Henry as Defender 
of the Realm.  The focus of our studies this term will be King Henry VIII as Defender of the Faith, and we will be 
researching and understanding the Dissolution of the Monasteries.      
 
Our Literacy is will based around this historical period, and children will be learning to write a recount of the 
events either as a newspaper report or a diary entry.   Later in the term, and following our school trip, the 
children will be writing a persuasive letter to Henry VIII asking him to stop his decision to break up the 
monasteries and to move away from the Catholic Church.   Art will focus on the work of the court artist, Hans 
Holbein, and children will be practising their skills in portraiture; producing self portraits and portraits of the 
featured Scientist in their Science studies.   See the attached topic web for more information about what the 
children will cover in each subject. Please let me know if you have any knowledge or skills you may be able to 
offer us.  
 
With an eye to Christmas and cold winter mornings, Maths will feature negative numbers and 3D shapes (learning 
to make boxes/presents), as well as continuing to practise key arithmetic skills of multiplication and division.  
Please support your children in learning their multiplication facts, as this will greatly assist their fluency in Maths.   
 
Our Learning Superhero is Tommy Teamwork and we have linked this to our School Value of Care and 
Compassion.  The class have identified targets which require them to display compassion to fellow classmates 
and work as part of a group; supporting each other, recognising each other’s differences and learning to give each 
other constructive feedback in a positive way. 
 
To bring our History subject to life, Class 3 will be going on a trip to Gloucester Cathedral on Tuesday 28th 
November.  Here, they will go on a Tudor Trail dressed as monks: they will sing in Latin in the quire, learn to write 
with a quill pen, experience herb smelling and letter illumination.   Further details will be sent out next week. 
 
P.E.  
 
P.E will remain be on a Thursday afternoon. Children will need both outdoor and indoor PE kit this term, including 
appropriate footwear.  
 
 
Targets  
 
This terms curriculum targets are; Spelling and Addition/Subtraction. Children need to be confident in their 
knowledge of place value (both sides of the decimal point), which is one of the most important bedrocks of 
Maths. Any additional help at home would be fantastic. 
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Homework 
 
Homework remains as last year:  Maths Facts and weekly Spellings will continue to go out on Friday and be 
‘tested/checked’ on the following Thursday. The spellings may sometimes be accompanied by an activity to help 
make the practice more interesting.   A poem is still included but we would like the children to read it carefully 
and be ready to discuss it.   Please support your children in their spellings: perhaps help them with strategies for 
learning or even test them on the way into school!   
 
Home Learning will also be sent home on a Thursday, to be handed in on a Tuesday.  Please review the guidance 
when the books are sent home next week. 
 
Please feel free to contact me via the School Office, should you wish to discuss any of these matters.   
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
Mrs A. Sanders  
Class 3 Teacher 

Maths – Addition and Subtraction  

 Year 5 Year 6 
 Estimate the answer to a calculation (over four 

digits)  
 

Estimate the answer to a calculation (large numbers)  

 Add numbers with more than four digits Solve addition and subtraction multistep problems 

 Subtract numbers with more than four digits  

Literacy – Spellings 

 Year 5 Year 6 
 Spell tricky homophones  Spell words with silent letters  

 Spell half of the Year 5 word list Spell half of the Year 6 word list 

 Spell all of the Year 5 word list Spell all of the Year 6 word list 
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