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5 September  2016 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Welcome back after, what I hope was, a lovely relaxing Summer break.  Mrs Cooke and I hope you and 
the children had the chance to enjoy some sunshine and are feeling rested and refreshed.  I am 
particularly excited about getting to know the Kempsford School community, staff, you, but most of all, 
your children and working with them to share some amazing learning this year. 
 
Our theme this term is ‘Respect’, kicking off our RISE values this year, and the children will be thinking 
about how they relate to each other and other people.  This month also sees the celebration of Roald 
Dahl, who would have been 100 years old.  A much loved storyteller amongst children, we thought it 
would be a great opportunity to combine his centenary year with this term’s theme, which is evident in 
many of his stories.  So over the next 8 weeks, the children will be studying Roald Dahl’s life, and our 
book focus will be ‘James and The Giant Peach’.   See the attached topic web for more information 
about what the children will cover in each subject. Please let me know if you have any knowledge or 
skills you may be able to offer us.  
 
We shall be having a Dahl Day on Tuesday 13th September when the children will be encouraged to 
come to school dressed up as their favourite Roald Dahl character.  Class 3 will have a surprise visit 
from a pair of Dahl’s ‘villains’ and we will be spending all day doing all things Dahl! 
 
We are also embarking on our own journey – a journey to become a life-long learner.  Over the course of 
the year, and accompanied by some Learning Friends, the children will be discovering the learning 
skills they have and that they can develop, to continue to be a good learner in school, work and life.  
Our skill this term will be Teamwork; learning together.   Our term’s theme fits well with this Learning 
Skill, as children work on collaboration and cooperation, sharing with and listening to each other, 
respecting other members of the team, and recognising that everyone has different strengths. 
 
Targets  
 
This terms curriculum targets are; Handwriting and Place Value. Children need to be confident in their 
knowledge of place value (both sides of the decimal point), which is one of the most important bedrocks 
of Maths. Any additional help at home would be fantastic. 
 
Our other focus will be on handwriting.  I will be teaching the children to write using a cursive or joined up 
script.  A former handwriting sceptic myself, I have seen how really important joined handwriting is in 
helping children to spell:  the hand retains muscle memory when forming letters and joining them to each 
other in particular sequences, which in turn reinforces spelling high frequency words correctly. The 
children will encouraged to practice at home, and pen licences will be available to those who show neat, 
joined and consistent handwriting. 

 

Maths – Place Value  

Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Read and write numbers over 1000 in  
numerals and words 

Read and write numbers to at 
least 1 000 000 

Read and write numbers to at least 
10 000 000 

Recognise the place value of each 
digit in a four digit number (thousands, 
hundreds, tens and ones) 
 

Recognise the place value of 
each digit in numbers up to 1 000 
000 

Recognise the place value of each 
digit in numbers up to 10 000 000 

Order and compare numbers beyond 
1000 

Compare and order numbers to at 
least 1 000 000 

Compare and order numbers to at 
least 10 000 000 
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P.E. and Art 
 
P.E will now be on a Thursday afternoon. Children will need both outdoor and indoor PE kit this term.  
Please can you also ensure that your children are sent in with an art top such as an old shirt, tee-shirt or 
apron that they can wear over the top of their uniform.  This should hopefully keep them clean and 
reduce uniform bills! 
 
Homework 
 
Homework has also had a makeover this Summer. Maths facts and spellings will continue to go out on 
Monday and be ‘tested/checked’ on Friday. A poem is still included but we would like the children to 
read it carefully and be ready to discuss it on the Friday.   Children can move up the behaviour chart 
and receive house points for success with spellings, maths facts and poetry. If children have not 
completed their homework they may be asked to stay in over a break time to complete it. 
 
In addition, the children will be sent home on Wednesday with a Home Learning Book, in which there is 
a Pick’n’Mix Chart.  Children must complete one piece of Home Learning each week – at least one piece 
must be from Literacy, one from Maths and the other 4 are their choice.  Work should be completed in 
their Books over the weekend, and handed in no later than Tuesday lunchtime.  When completed and 
marked, points will be awarded and a Homework Hero celebrated at the end of each term.      
 
Please feel free to contact me via the School Office, should you wish to discuss any of these matters.   
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
Mrs A. Sanders  
Class 3 Teacher 

Literacy – Handwriting   

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Use joined handwriting of a 
consistent size, showing clear 
ascenders and descenders 
 

Use joined handwriting of a 
consistent size and fluency. 

Use handwriting appropriate to the 
task set.  Develop own fluent style. 

Use the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes that are needed to join 
letters and understand which letters, 
when next to one another, are best 
left un-joined (break letters). 
 

Decide whether or not to join 
specific letters.  

Maintain own fluent style over 
complete pieces of work, including 
dictated texts. 

Increase legibility, consistency and 
quality of their handwriting. 

Write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed. 

Write fluently and at speed. 
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