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22nd  September 2009
Dear Parents

Survey – Along with this newsletter you will find a survey.  Please reflect on last year (2008/2009), complete the survey and return to the school office.  You will see that there is a space on the reverse of the survey for you to write any comments/suggestions you may have to help us to improve or develop our provision for the children and our partnership with you as parents.  
PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY - We currently have a vacancy on the Governing Body for a ‘Parent Governor’.  The length of the term of office for the position is four years, but naturally you can resign at any time during this period should the need arise. 
The Governing Body of a school plays an important and vital role in the management of the school, the three basic responsibilities being to set the strategic direction for the school, to act as a critical friend to the school and to be accountable to the parents and other interested agencies.

A Parent Governor is a representative parent, rather than the parents’ representative, and has equal status with all the other Governors.  He/she is not obliged to follow the majority view of the parents, but when necessary, can feed information to the governors from the parents.  We are not looking for experts in education, but other skills from the ‘outside world’ which would enhance the performance of the School’s management.  

If you feel this is a way that you would like to become more involved and would like to speak with a member of the Governing Body to find out more, please contact the Chair of Governors through the School office.   Nomination forms for this vacancy were sent out to all parents with the previous newsletter.  Further copies are available in the school office.
Minutes of the Governor meetings are available in the school office should you wish to read them.
Harvest Festival, Friday 25th September 9.45am St.Mary’s Church - The children will be walking down to the Church on Friday for our Harvest Festival.  Please could you send your child to school on Friday with a harvest gift - tins or packets of food, no perishable items thank you.  Everyone is welcome, so please join us at the church at 9.45am.

Coffee Afternoon, Monday 28th September 2.30pm, School Hall - ‘Design a Christmas Card Project’ - This term we have decided to participate in the ‘Design a Christmas Card Project’ run by Cauliflower Cards.  The project aims to encourage pupils’ creativity and design skills whilst also raising funds for our school.  Your child has been creating his/her own design for a Christmas Card that can be professionally printed to produce a pack of 12 cards with envelopes.  Not only would it be very exciting for your child to see his/her work as a finished printed product, the cards themselves are great for sending a more personal greeting to friends and family at Christmas!  Your child’s artwork will be available for you to view on Monday 28th September from 2.30 pm.  Refreshments will be available for sale so please come and enjoy coffee and cake whilst you admire your child’s efforts.  Card packs can be ordered by completing the order form which will be attached to your child’s artwork.  Cheques should be made out to Kempsford Primary School. Orders can only be accepted on Monday.  Donations of cakes would be most welcome.  We hope to see you all there.

Friends Quiz, Friday 25th September, 7.30pm – A quick reminder that this event is taking place in the school hall this Friday.  As previously requested by the Friends, please leave donations of bottles of wine for the quiz night in the school house. Thank you.

School Disco (dress theme – luminous), Thursday 22nd October – To avoid the same parents helping at every disco, we have decided to request help from parents of a particular class for each disco.  This time we are asking for ten  parent volunteers of children in Class 4 to assist, and the Class 4 children have chosen the dress theme of  ‘luminous’, be it clothes, jewellery, hair or make-up.  If you are willing to help, please see Mrs Smart, members of the Friends committee or the school office.  Please note that for the safety of the children, the disco will not be able to take place if we do not have ten parent helpers of children in Class 4.  Thank you for your help.
Kingswood Residential, Year 5 and 6 – Thank you for money received so far, may we respectfully remind all parents whose children are attending this trip, that the 2nd payment of £50.00 is now overdue.  We have had to pay this money to Kingswood already and would appreciate your payment ASAP. Thank you

Mini Bus and Breakfast Club – Please note that we will be continuing both services up to December and for the foreseeable future subject to further funding and sufficient numbers participating.  Please support us – should your child (ren) like to attend breakfast or after school for just one or two days?  That is absolutely fine – please see the office for further details.
School Photographer – Please note that the school photographer is visiting us on Wednesday 7th October to take individual and family photos.
The Times and The Sunday Times “Books for Schools” – We are collecting the vouchers that will be available in The Times newspaper from September 13th until December 6th 2009.  Any donations gratefully received.

Box Tops for Books Scheme – Once again, we are taking part in the Box Tops for Books Scheme and will be collecting the tokens from the top of Nestle’ cereal boxes.   You can view the types of books available to us through this scheme by visiting www.boxtops4books.co.uk.  The scheme runs from 1st September 2009 until 31st March 2010.  As well as information about the scheme, the website has lots of tips about how you can support your child’s reading at home.  Alternatively, tips for supporting your child’s reading at home are available in the school office.  

PLEASE SEE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY OVER THE PAGE 
Email correspondence – If you would prefer to have newsletters and other correspondence emailed rather than sent home via the pupil post system, please notify us by email (admin@kempsford.gloucs.sch.uk).  Any correspondence requiring the return of a reply slip will still be sent by paper copy via pupil post.

Dates for your Diary

	
	2009/2010
	

	September
	
	

	Friday 25th 
	Harvest Festival at ~St Mary’s Church
Friends Quiz night – school hall
	9.45am – all welcome
7.30pm

	Monday 28th 
	Coffee Afternoon and Christmas Card Sale – school hall
	2.30pm

	October
	
	

	Wednesday 7th 
	Individual/family school photographs
	8.30am onwards

	Thursday 15th 
	Friends AGM
	8.00pm – School Hall

	Monday 19th 
	Art and DT week
	Painting aprons required

	Thursday 22nd 
	School Disco (Dress theme – luminous)
	6.00pm

	Friday 23rd 
	End of Term 1
	

	November
	
	

	Monday 2nd
	Beginning of Term 2
	

	Tuesday 3rd
	Parents’ Evening
	4.30-7.00pm

	Thursday 5th 
	Parents’ Evening
	3.30-6.00pm

	 December
	
	

	Saturday 5th 
	Pre-school grotto
	School Hall

	Friday 18th 
	Christingle Service – St Mary’s Church
End of Term 2
	9.45an – all welcome

	January
	
	

	Monday 4th 
	Inset day - children are not required to attend school
	

	Tuesday 5th 
	Inset day - children are not required to attend school
	

	Wednesday 6th 
	Beginning of Term 3 for children
	

	February
	
	

	Friday 12th 
	End of Term 3
	

	Monday 22nd 
	Beginning of Term 4
	

	March
	
	

	Wednesday 31st 
	End of Term 4 for children
	

	April
	
	

	Thursday 1st  
	Inset day - children are not required to attend school
	

	Monday 19th 
	Beginning of Term 5
	

	May
	
	

	Monday 3rd 
	Bank Holiday – School closed to staff and children
	

	Friday 28th 
	End of Term 5
	

	June
	
	

	Monday 7th 
	Beginning of Term 6
	

	July
	
	

	Wednesday 21st 
	End of Term 6
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