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9th October  2009
Dear Parents

Ofsted Inspection - Firstly, thank you for returning your Ofsted Parent Questionnaires.  We received a high number of responses, which I’m sure will have been most helpful to the Ofsted inspectors in making their assessments.  We have been notified that the results will be published during week commencing 19th October.  Overall we are expecting a positive report, with some helpful advice on how we can make Kempsford an even better school for the children.  The low gates at the front of the playground were highlighted as a possible security risk, this is something we have been aware of for some time.  However, in the past, we have been informed that the gates are protected under Listed Buildings regulations and as such, cannot be changed.  As a result of the Ofsted inspection, a Gloucestershire County Council Architect has already visited the school, and steps are being taken to resolve the situation.  We will give you further information on this matter as and when we receive it.
Parent Governor Appointment – I am pleased to inform you that Mr Marc Pawson has been nominated and elected unopposed on to the Governing Body of Kempsford School.  For those of you who do not know Marc, he is married to Ceri, and they have two daughters at Kempsford School, Olivia in Year 2 and Lauren in Reception.   Marc spent 9 years as an engineer in the RAF, on leaving the RAF he was a Technical Sales Engineer, and he is currently a Sales Manager.  As a Parent Governor, Marc will have equal status with all the other Governors.  He is not obliged to follow the majority view of the parents, but when necessary, can feed information to the governors from the parents.  I am sure you would all like to join me in thanking Marc for volunteering to serve on the Governing Body.

Term Dates - It hardly seems possible that Term 1 ends in two weeks time on Friday 23rd October at 3.00pm.  Please note that we do not have inset days on Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd October as some of the other local schools.  We apologise for the fact that there has been some confusion over this.   For clarification of Kempsford School dates, please check ‘Dates for your diary’ on the back of every newsletter sent to parents, or check at www.kempsfordschool.com.  
Uniform Thrift Shop – A reminder to all parents that we have good quality nearly new uniform available in our Thrift Shop at the bargain price of £1.00 per item.  Please ask in the school office, or see Nicole Tomley (Jemima Sealey’s mum) or Nicki Williams (Max Williams’ mum) in the playground.  If anyone is willing to take over from Nicole and Nicki in helping us with the Thrift Shop, please speak to Carolyn or Kathy.  The task would involve periodically checking through the stock and taking any unwanted items to the clothes bank in the village hall car par, plus assisting parents to find items on request. Thank you.
News from the Friends of Kempsford School
A thank you to everyone who attended the quiz night and an especially big thank you to Toni and Nikki Warrington for organising the questions and playing quizmaster / scorer.  The evening raised £176.40.  Also a thank you to everyone who donated a cake for the coffee and cake afternoon, which raised £77.60.  This is an excellent start to our ‘fundraising year’.  Thanks again to everyone.

AGM Reminder – Thursday 15th October at 8.00pm in the School Hall.  Please attend if you are free, if insufficient parents attend, the voting procedure cannot go ahead.  Thank you.
Stranger Danger - Please can we ask that all parents have a chat to children, warning them never to get in to a car, or go with strangers, or indeed with someone that they know unless you have told them to do so.  There has been an incident in the Stroud area, and although this is some distance from us, we have been advised to notify parents to have a chat with their children.
Children’s Health – We have been notified that a child within the school has had worms.  Although this is nothing to be alarmed about, worms are easily spread from child to child, and we would ask you to help us prevent the spread of infection by seeking medical advice if your child seems unwell in any way.
School Disco (dress theme – luminous), Thursday 22nd October. 6.00-7.30pm – More parent volunteers are still required to enable this disco to go ahead, please read further information below.
To avoid the same parents helping at every disco, we have decided to request help from parents of a particular class for each disco.  This time we are asking for ten  parent volunteers of children in Class 4 to assist, and the Class 4 children have chosen the dress theme of  ‘luminous’, be it clothes, jewellery, hair or make-up.  If you are willing to help, please see Mrs Smart, members of the Friends committee or the school office.  Please note that for the safety of the children, the disco will not be able to take place if we do not have ten parent helpers of children in Class 4.  Thank you for your help.
Mini Bus and Breakfast Club – Please note that we will be continuing both services up to December and for the foreseeable future subject to further funding and sufficient numbers participating.  Please support us – should your child (ren) like to attend breakfast or after school for just one or two days?  That is absolutely fine – please see the office for further details.

Email correspondence – If you would prefer to have newsletters and other correspondence emailed rather than sent home via the pupil post system, please notify us by email (admin@kempsford.gloucs.sch.uk).  Any correspondence requiring the return of a reply slip will still be sent by paper copy via pupil post.

The Times and The Sunday Times “Books for Schools” – We are collecting the vouchers that will be available in The Times newspaper from September 13th until December 6th 2009.  Any donations gratefully received.

Uniform order – Accompanying this newsletter, you should receive a Uniform Order Form.  Please ensure this order form is returned to school by Friday 16th October at the latest.  Although a small amount of uniform stock is kept in School, we cannot guarantee being able to meet requests for uniform items from stock in between orders.  Orders are placed in Terms 1, 3 and 5, to avoid disappointment it is advisable that all requests for uniform are made at these times on the correct form when received.  Thank you.
PLEASE SEE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY OVER THE PAGE 
Box Tops for Books Scheme – Once again, we are taking part in the Box Tops for Books Scheme and will be collecting the tokens from the top of Nestle’ cereal boxes.   You can view the types of books available to us through this scheme by visiting www.boxtops4books.co.uk.  The scheme runs from 1st September 2009 until 31st March 2010.  As well as information about the scheme, the website has lots of tips about how you can support your child’s reading at home.  Alternatively, tips for supporting your child’s reading at home are available in the school office.  

Kempsford Brownies – We have been asked to inform parents that the Brownies meet in Kempsford Village Hall on a Tuesday 6.00-7.30pn.  For further information, please contact Marian Winkles on 01367 252851

Would you like to talk to other parents about the ups and downs of bringing up children? - Come and meet other parents, coffee and cake provided.  Tuesday 13th October 10:00-11:45pm in The Church Room, Fairford Community Centre.  Following this initial session, there will be a further six sessions.  For more information, please contact Joanne Roberts on 07881 903045.  

Broadway comes to Kempsford  - Please note that there will be a ‘Best of Broadway’ – songs from the shows concert, performed by The Rolling Stock Theatre Company,  in the school hall on the evening of Saturday 28th November at 7.30pm.  This is a fantastic show, not to be missed, so get this date in your diary now.  
Dates for your Diary

	
	2009/2010
	

	October
	
	

	Thursday 15th 
	Friends AGM
	8.00pm – School Hall

	Monday 19th 
	Art and DT week
	Painting aprons required

	Thursday 22nd 
	School Disco (Dress theme – luminous)
	6.00pm

	Friday 23rd 
	End of Term 1
	3.00pm

	November
	
	

	Monday 2nd
	Beginning of Term 2
	

	Tuesday 3rd
	Parents’ Evening
	4.30-7.00pm

	Thursday 5th 
	Parents’ Evening
	3.30-6.00pm

	Saturday 28th 
	The Best of Broadway
	7.30pn in the school hall

	 December
	
	

	Saturday 5th 
	Pre-school grotto
	School Hall

	Friday 18th 
	Christingle Service – St Mary’s Church

End of Term 2
	9.45am – all welcome

1.30pm

	January
	
	

	Monday 4th 
	Inset day - children are not required to attend school
	

	Tuesday 5th 
	Inset day - children are not required to attend school
	

	Wednesday 6th 
	Beginning of Term 3 for children
	

	February
	
	

	Monday 8th 
	Year 5 and Year 6 residential trip to Kingswood on the Isle of Wight
	

	Wednesday 10th 
	Year 3 and Year 4 residential trip to the Wilderness, Forest of Dean
	

	Friday 12th 


	All children return from residential trips

End of Term 3
	3.00pm

	Monday 22nd 
	Beginning of Term 4
	

	March
	
	

	Wednesday 31st 
	End of Term 4 for children
	1.30pm

	April
	
	

	Thursday 1st  
	Inset day - children are not required to attend school
	

	Monday 19th 
	Beginning of Term 5
	

	May
	
	

	Monday 3rd 
	Bank Holiday – School closed to staff and children
	

	Friday 28th 
	End of Term 5
	3.00pm

	June
	
	

	Monday 7th 
	Beginning of Term 6
	

	July
	
	

	Wednesday 21st 
	End of Term 6
	1.30pm
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