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 “Quality Education founded on Christian values”.

                            May Newsletter 1

Correspondence by email – Thank you to everyone who has agreed to receive school correspondence by email.  Our intention is to communicate electronically with parents as much as possible.  We will be emailing all correspondence to all parents, and in the subject line we will clearly state who the email is specifically intended for.  This will give you all the opportunity to be kept up to date with what is going on throughout the whole school.  

If you have not yet signed up for this, we would strongly encourage you to do so.  Not only are there benefits to the environment, but you will be saving the school money and alleviating the possibility of important information going astray.  Please email the school at admin@kemspford.gloucs.sch.uk.  
Walk to school week – Today, the children have been given a Walk to school leaflet.  Please encourage them to read and apply the messages in the leaflet.  We shall record our ‘Walk to school’ statistics next week.  Remember, walking, cycling, car sharing, ‘park and stride’, bus/taxi journeys all count towards our goal of reducing car journeys/traffic to and from school.  Thanks for your support.  

PS Don’t forget our ‘borrow a brolly’ scheme if it starts to rain!
Church Service – Friday 21st May, 9.45am in Kempsford Church – I hope many of you will be able to join us for this service.

Aprons to school – Please ensure your child/children bring a painting apron (old shirt) to school on Wednesday 19th May (next Wednesday) and for the whole of the week commencing Monday 24th May, which is Art and DT week for the whole school.  Thank you.
Swindon Food Bank – As part of our worship theme, "Service to the community", we are asking for donations of food items to donate to the Swindon Food Bank.  The food will be distributed to Swindon people in crisis.   If you would like to give a donation, any of the following items would be suitable: -         fruit juice (long life), sugar (small-500g), milk (long life), cereal, tinned rice, tinned sponge puddings, tinned potatoes, tinned spaghetti, tinned meat, tinned fruit, tinned tomatoes, pasta sauce, biscuits, tinned vegetables, snacks and nibbles.  A representative from this organisation is visiting the school on Friday 28th May to collect our donations.  Thank you for your support.
Swimming payments – Please note that all outstanding swimming payments are now overdue.  Please send any outstanding monies to the school office asap.
Library books -Each of the pupils has a library card on which they can borrow one book at a time from the school library. As part of Golden Time on Wednesday afternoons and on Monday lunchtimes the library is open to borrow and return books.  Can you please remind the children that when they borrow a library book they have a responsibility to return the book when the library is supervised, or to Mrs Brown in Class Three Monday to Thursday.  Each book is logged to that child’s name until it is recorded as returned.  Reminders are going out regarding outstanding books. Please check for any school library books which may have been overlooked at home.  Thank you
Class 1 walk to Church – Tuesday 8th June – The whole of Class 1 will be walking to the Church between 1.30pm and 2.15pm on this date.  We will contact you if you have not already given permission for your child/children to go for walks around the village.   
Head Lice-there has been a case of head lice reported at school.  Please make sure you check your child’s hair regularly and treat where necessary.
Breakfast Club – If you are a parent in receipt of working tax credits you may be entitled to assistance with the cost of  Breakfast Club. For further information, please see the school office staff.
Parent Prayer meeting - A Parent Prayer Meeting will be held on the second Monday of every month from 2.30pm to 3.00pm. The next session will be on Monday 14th June at school.  Do come and join Joanne Hastie-Smith.  If you have any queries/questions, please call Joanne on 01285 810773.

Leavers’ Service – Please note that the Leavers’ Service has changed from Monday 19th July to Friday 16th July at 9.45am in Kempsford Church.
"Send a Cow" charity – week commencing Monday 21st June - During this week, the children will be learning about the “Send a Cow” charity, and various activities will be taking place.  The church will also be involved, and we are hoping to raise £275 - £150 for a goat and £125 for a cow.  We will be  holding a coffee and cake afternoon from 2.30pm on Friday 25th June, selling cakes and biscuits which the children have made in school, plus any cakes donated by parents.  It is proposed that Thursday 24th June will be "Bring an Adult to School Day" for classes 2, 3 & 4, and Friday 25th June is a proposed “Bring a Family Day” for Class 1, possibly with a crèche for younger siblings.  The adults who join us on these days will be assisting the children to bake cakes and biscuits to be sold at the coffee and cake afternoon.  The arrangements for the week have not yet been finalised, and we will send you further information in the very near future.  If you wish to find out more about this charity please go to www.sendacow.org.uk/.
Egg Boxes – Class 1 would be grateful for any donations of empty cardboard egg boxes.  Please drop any donations directly in to Class 1.  Thank you.

Tesco and Sainsbury Vouchers for Schools – We are participating in both of these schemes.  There are boxes in the school house at the foot of the stairs for your donations.  
Kempsford Junior Cricket – this is held on a Friday evening, 5:30pm - 7:15pm and open to children in Year 3 and above.  

                                                                                           The Friends of Kempsford School
· The next meeting is to be held on Monday 14th June at 7.30pm and will take place at The George, Kempsford.  All parents welcome to attend.

· Coffee and cake 28th May - 2.30 to 3.30 - cake donations would be gratefully received on the day.
· Friends Quiz – Congratulations to Jack Smart for winning the Nature Quiz.  
· Thank you for all the clothes donations sent in.
· Please note that the Friends will be providing refreshments at the evening end of year performances and at sports day.  Please bring some money!
· The Friends will be holding a ‘Wacky Hair Dress down Day’ on Thursday 10th June – cost £1
· Summer Fete - 26th June 2010 - If anyone has any crockery which can be used for smashing, the Friends would be most grateful.  Any raffle, tombola prizes welcome along with party bag contents etc (for use as lucky dip prizes).
· We just wanted to let you know that in the first quarter we raised £25.90 through the Easyfundraising website.  This will be paid by cheque at the end of May.  Whether you're playing sport or watching it, EasyFundraising has got a great selection of sporty offers so you can net big savings AND score maximum donations for the school: offers include - £10 OFF sport and leisure at Sainsbury's, free delivery on TVs at Tesco plus save up to 50% at JJB.  Just shop via www.easyfundraising.org.uk - it really is very easy! (Kempsford School raised £25.90  in the first quarter through this website)
	
	Dates for your Diary 2010
	

	May
	
	

	Monday 17th 
	Walk to school week 
	

	Tuesday 18th 
	Swimming (5:10)
	

	Friday 21st 
	Church Service – parents welcome 
	9.45am

	Monday 24th 
	Art and DT week
	All classes

	Tuesday 25th 
	No Swimming
	

	Friday 28th 
	Friends Coffee and Cake afternoon
End of Term 5
	2.30-3.30pm
3.00pm

	June
	
	

	Monday 7th 
	Beginning of Term 6
	

	Tuesday 8th 
	Swimming (6:10)
	

	Thursday 10th 
	Friends Wacky Hair/Dress down Day (non-uniform day)
	£1.00 per child

	Friday 11th 
	School Photographer - Class and leavers photos
	

	Monday 14th 
	Parents’ Prayer Group

Friends Meeting
	2.30pm

7.30pm in the George

	Tuesday 15th 
	Swimming (7:10)
	

	Monday 21st 
	‘Send a cow’ charity week – various activities taking place
	Information to follow

	Tuesday 22nd 
	Swimming (8:10)
	

	Wednesday 23rd 
	Year 7 New Intake day at Farmor’s 
	

	Thursday 24th 
	Year 7 New Intake Parents’ Evening at Farmor’s
	

	Saturday 26th 
	Friends Summer Fete
	12.00-4.00pm

	Tuesday 29th 
	Swimming (9:10)
	

	July
	
	

	Tuesday 6th 
	Swimming (10:10)
	

	Thursday 8th 
	Friends school disco
	6.00-7.30pm

	Monday 12th 
	KS2 Dress Rehearsal Performance

Parents’ Prayer Group
	1.00pm

2.30pm

	Tuesday 13th 
	KS2 Performance
	7.00pm

	Wednesday 14th 
	KS2 Performance
	7.00pm

	Friday 16th 
	Leavers Service in the Church
	9.45am 

	Monday 19th 
	Sports Day
	9.30am

	Tuesday 20th 
	Reserve Sports Day
	9.30am

	Wednesday 21st 
	End of Term 6
	1.30pm

	
	
	

	
	Dates for your diary – Academic year 2010/2011
	

	September
	
	

	Wednesday 1st 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	Thursday 2nd 
	Beginning of Term 1 for children
	

	October
	
	

	Friday 22nd 
	End of Term 1 
	3.00pm

	November
	
	

	Monday 1st 
	Beginning of Term 2
	

	Friday 26th 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	December
	
	

	Friday 17th 
	End of Term 2
	1.30pm

	January
	
	

	Tuesday 4th 
	Beginning of Term 3
	

	February
	
	

	Friday 18th 
	End of Term 3
	3.00pm

	Monday 28th 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	March
	
	

	Tuesday 1st 
	Beginning of Term 4 for children
	

	April
	
	

	Thursday 7th 
	End of Term 4 for children
	1.30pm

	Friday 8th 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	Tuesday 26th 
	Beginning of Term 5
	

	May
	
	

	Monday 2nd 
	Bank Holiday – School closed to staff and children
	

	Thursday 26th 
	End of Term 5 for children
	3.00pm

	Friday 27th 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	June
	
	

	Monday 6th 
	Beginning of Term 6
	

	July
	
	

	Friday 22nd 
	End of Term 6
	1.30pm


Term Dates 2010/2011 – We have now set our term dates for the academic year 2010/2011 and have included them in the ‘Dates for your diary’ above.  The whole academic calendar is available at www.kempsfordschool.com.  Alternatively, please let us know if you would like us to email the table to you, or paper copies are available in the office on request.
Do you know anyone who deserves a medal for courage? -  The Gloucestershire Medal for Courage is awarded to local people who have shown exceptional courage in 2009, individuals who have performed single acts of bravery or shown moral courage by coping with illness or disability.  To obtain a form to nominate someone you know, please contact 01452 425094 or email medalforcourage@gloucestershire.gov.uk .  All nomination forms must by returned by Friday 21st May 2010.
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