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	Dear Parents

Christmas Celebrations

We are very nearly at the end of what has been a very busy first term of the year, and our Christmas celebrations are well under way.  Thank you to those of you who attended our Advent Service, the Key Stage 1 Christmas Performances and the Christmas Coffee and Cakes this afternoon.  I would also like to thank the Friends for paying for all of the children to see the Pantomime ‘Oliver Twist’ last week.  We still have a few more treats in store for you and the children between now and the end of term.  Please see details below.  

Key Stage 2 Christmas Performances

Monday 19th December at 1.30pm - Matinee performance.  This is not a dress rehearsal as stated on the note sent home yesterday but a matinee performance.  If you are able to attend the matinee performance rather than the evening performance, please can we ask that you do so, leaving space for those who are unable to attend during the daytime to attend the evening performance?  Your assistance in this would be greatly appreciated.
Tuesday 20th December at 7.00pm.  The Friends will be serving mulled wine and mince pies during the interval of the evening performance.  (Donations to the Friends of Kempsford School)

Christingle Service – Wednesday 21st December – 9.45am

Our Christingle Service is taking place on Wednesday 21st December at 9.45am in St Mary’s Church, Kempsford.  Please join us if you are able to.  

Satsumas - Please can we ask that each child brings a Satsuma (NOT A LARGE ORANGE AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS) in to school on the morning of Tuesday 20th December?  The children will then assist in making the Christingles.  

The Children’s Society - As in previous years, we will be fundraising for the Children’s Society at this service.  Please can we ask that all children bring in a donation of £1.00?  

Children’s Christmas Party – Wednesday 21st December -12.00pm-1.30pm 

The children were given a slip of paper to notify you of the food they should bring in for the party.  If you did not receive this, please contact Beryl Gray (Class 1 TA) or the school office.  On the morning of the 21st December, please take your party food to the kitchen in the school hall.

The children may bring party clothes to change in to after the Christingle Service.  Please send clothes in to school in a named carrier bag.

The school day ends at 1.30pm.  Please note there will be no After School Club on this day.


	Christmas at Kempsford and Whelford

 18th December - 4th Sunday of Advent, 10.00am Holy Communion, 4.00pm Nativity in the Barn, Kempsford 

followed by seasonal refreshments! (see below from Reverend Hastie-Smith) 6.00pm Carol Service, Kempsford

Nativity Extravaganza 2011 in Kempsford Church this Sunday at 4:00pm.No rehearsal needed. Children of ANY age welcome. Just turn up (a few minutes before 4!!) and costumes will be provided. Starting in the church we end up in Bob's barn, after which there is mulled wine and mince pies to warm up! Donkeys, shepherds watching flocks, tribes of wise men and women. Inn keepers by the dozen! Herod to hiss at - all over in 25 minutes! Bring a friend! Every blessing, Tim.

 19th December - 7.00pm Carols at The George 

 *

20th December - 7:00pm VWH Carol Service

 *

21st December - 9:45am School Christingle

 *

22nd December - 7.00pm Whelford Carol Service 

 *

 24th December - Christmas Eve, 5.00pm Crib Service, 11.30pm Midnight Mass

 *

 25th December  - 9.00am Christmas Communion at Whelford, 10.15am Christmas Communion at Kempsford



PLEASE FIND DATES FOR YOUR DIARY OVER THE PAGE

School closure – Now the winter season is with us, please note that information regarding school closures can be found at www.glosclosedschools.com, www.kempsfordschool.com or on local radio stations.  Please be assured we will do everything we can to remain open should this winter be a snowy one.
Gloucestershire Constabulary Non-emergency contact number – The Gloucestershire Constabulary have asked us to pass on a new telephone number to parents, which can be used for non-emergency calls.  The number is 101.  In the case of emergency, always use 999.  
FAO Parents of children in Year 3 and Year 4 – As most of you are probably aware, in previous years we have taken the Year 3 and 4 children to the Wilderness Residential Centre in the Forest of Dean for a couple of nights, usually during February.  Sadly, the Centre has now closed.  Alternative arrangements will be made for a residential visit and we are currently in the process of searching for a suitable replacement.  It will be along the same lines as the Wilderness and will hopefully take place before Easter.  More details to follow from Miss Portch after Christmas.

Friends Fundraiser - T towels available at £3 each, featuring the children’s art work.  Orders (to include payment) to the Friends Committee, or the school office.

Flyers and Leaflets - Don’t forget to periodically check in the lobby by the school hall for flyers and leaflets of interest.

Free School Meals – To find out if your children are eligible for free school meals, please go to www.gloucestershire.gov.uk.  Alternatively, ask in the school office.  We are currently offering breakfast club at half price for children entitled to free school meals.  If you are entitled, then please register, information is completely confidential and school will get extra funds from the government.

Breakfast Club and After School Club - We would like to inform those of you who are not already aware, that we have child care on site during term time, Monday to Thursday from 8.00am until 6.00pm, and from 8.00am until 5.00pm on a Friday.  Booking slips are available in the school office.
Messy Space Christmas Party– Family crafts and coffee shop Saturday 17th December 2.00-4.00pm Fairford Community Centre.  Christmas party for Adults and Children 4+.
Dates for your diary – 2011/2012

	December
	
	

	Monday 19th 
	Key Stage 2 Christmas Matinee performance in the School Hall
	1.30pm

	Tuesday 20th 
	Key Stage 2 Christmas Evening Performance in the School Hall       (Mulled wine and mince pies to be served)
	7.00pm 

	Wednesday 21st 
	Christingle at St Mary’s Church, Kempsford

End of Term 2 
	9.45am 

1.30pm

	January
	
	

	Thursday 5th 
	Beginning of Term 3 for children and staff
	

	February
	
	

	Friday 10th 
	End of Term 3 
	3.00pm

	Monday 20th 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	Tuesday 21st 
	Beginning of Term 4 for children
	

	March
	
	

	Friday 30th 
	End of Term 4 
	1.30pm

	April
	
	

	Monday 16th 
	Beginning of Term 5
	

	May
	
	

	Monday 7th 
	Bank Holiday – School closed 
	

	Thursday 31st 
	End of Term 5 for children
	3.00pm

	June
	
	

	Friday 1st 
	Inset day – children are not required to attend school on this day
	

	Monday 11th 
	Beginning of Term 6
	

	July
	
	

	Wednesday 18th 
	End of Term 6
	1.30pm
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