KEMPSFORD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

(Voluntary Controlled)

“Quality Education founded on Christian values”.
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I am delighted that you have chosen Kempsford School for your child.

This booklet has been written with the help of some of our American children and parents in order to help both you and your child settle into the school readily and happily.

I hope you will find the contents informative.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further queries regarding the English Education system or Kempsford School.

Martin Ballard

Headteacher

……………………………………………………………………………
The School

The school was founded in 1750. It is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School and the Governors seek to promote a Christian ethos. There are strong links with the church and the local community.

At present the original Victorian buildings house the administrative offices and Library/ICT area (being refurbished).  We have just completed major building works to provide 3 new classrooms to replace old Elliot buildings.

The old Hall is a fourth classroom and our remaining Elliot buildings accommodate our fifth classroom and our local playgroup.

A new multi purpose hall is now in full use.

There is a large playground and garden with an outside classroom area, providing very good recreational facilities. The school has its own field for P.E. and games.

The Curriculum
Kempsford School follows the National Curriculum – as does every school in England.  The National Curriculum comprises three core subjects; English, Maths and Science, and the foundation subjects of History, Geography, Music, Art, Design/Technology, PE and Information Technology.

Each subject has a set of objectives and each school follows these, obviously depending on the age and ability of the child.  The national Curriculum covers the education of children aged 5 to 16 years.  The structure of the curriculum can be found in the School Prospectus.

The curriculum for children in the reception class is called the Foundation Stage.  This covers the following areas of learning:

Personal Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; Creative Development; Mathematical Development; Communication, Language and Literacy Development; Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

Religious Education is also taught at Kempsford School.  An act of worship takes place in a basically Christian belief.  Parents have the right of withdrawal from the act of worship and RE by contacting the Headteacher.

School Governors

The School is administered by Gloucestershire County Council Education Department (equivalent to the American County Board of Education), but is run by a Board of Governors.

This is a group of people in the local community who work in a voluntary capacity to ensure that the school is delivering its legal requirements. More details are available in the School Prospectus.

You are represented on the Governing body by the parents’ governors and their names can be found either in the School Prospectus or on the School Notice Board.

The School Year

We realise our educational system is quite different from that in America.

Our academic year is divided into 6 terms (semesters): Terms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.   Each term is approximately 6 weeks long and at the end of each term we have a break from school.  

You may also hear the School Terms referred to as:-

Autumn (Terms 1 and 2) 

Spring (Terms 3 and 4)

Summer (Terms 5 and 6) 

There are two weeks holiday at Christmas and Easter, and at the end of the summer term there is a break of 6 weeks, before a new academic year begins in September.

During the year there are occasional ‘days off ‘from school. E.g. national holidays (bank holiday) and certain days are designated as training days from teachers (INSET days) and therefore, children do not come to school on those days.  A list of term dates can be found under School Information on this website.  Alternatively, a paper copy can be obtained from the school office.

We are very proud of our academic system.  Many American parents have told us that they choose to send their children to a British School because of the good reputation of our educational system.

School Uniform
All children at Kempsford School are expected to wear school uniform.

School jumpers or cardigans bearing the school badge can be purchased through the school.  Other items can be bought locally in Cirencester (approximately 9 miles away) or Swindon.

Swindon (14 miles away) has a selection of shops (look out for the Brunel Centre).  From RAF Fairford you would join the A419 to Swindon – travel through Kempsford and follow the signs for Swindon to join the A419.

Alternatively local buses call at the Base (near the Chapel) and go either to Cirencester or Swindon.  The journey takes approximately 20 Minutes to Cirencester by bus or 45 minutes to Swindon.  Local bus time tables can be obtained from the town Library in Fairford, or the Tourist Information Centre in Cirencester.

The main shops in Swindon suitable for uniform are Debenhams, Woolworths, British Home Stores and Marks and Spencer.  Some parents also use Asda which is a large supermarket on the outskirts of Swindon.

Details of school uniform can be found in the School Prospectus, located in the School Information section of this website.  There are many differences in our language relating to items of clothing.  The following is a guide to different terminology to help you.




English


American

Girls Uniform
Bottle green cardigan
Forest green sweater with buttons

Grey dress/pinafore
Charcoal jumper

Boys Uniform
Long grey trousers
Long charcoal pants




White shirt


White dress shirt




Bottle green jumper
Forest green sweater

PE Uniform

PE kit



Gym bag




White T-shirt

White undershirt




Daps



Black slip-on tennis shoes

Transferring from American Schools
Obviously a child entering a British school at the age of 7 upwards will have been to an American School, but perhaps will not have covered the same curriculum that a British child will have.  All our teachers a re aware of this, so please instruct your child to tell us if he/she does not understand.

Some of our subjects may cause confusion, e.g. Maths – we work with pounds and pence (our monetary system), and our terms for measurement are different too.  Although we cover world history through the primary years in our school, most aspects are obviously centred on British History.

ADJUSTING - Although we speak the same language, we must be aware that we have different cultures and, in fact, so many different words.  An American mother attending a school meeting once remarked that she felt as though everyone else was speaking a different language.

Your child may be confused, at first, joining our British school and perhaps you too, with some of our ways, so I hope the following points will be helpful;

Please allow time for your child to adjust.  At Kempsford we pride ourselves on the quality of our education rather than the quantity.  Some American children, having already been to school in the states, can find this difficult to adjust to, so they rush through their work too quickly. It can take time for them to realize that slowing down and taking care will improve the quality of their work.

Language Differences
Our language may seem the same, but there are quite a few confusing differences.  Letters arriving home with your child may cause problems.  Below is a list of words or terms you might find helpful.

English




American

Serviette




Napkin

Jigsaws




Puzzles

Rubbish




Garbage

Rubber




Eraser

Garden




Yard

Tea towel




Dish cloth

Biscuit




Cookie

Wellies/Welligton boots

Rainboots

Crisps




Potato chips

Sweets




Candy

Fizzy drink



Soda

Jam





Jelly

Sellotape




Scotchtape/transparent tape

Cling film




Saran wrap

Torches




Flashlights

Coach




us

Football




Soccer

Fancy Dress



Costume

Jumble sale



Second hand clothes

Car boot sale



Similar to yard sale

White elephant/bric-a-brac

Rummage sale

Donations for raffle


Prizes e.g. Chocolate/wine

Elastoplast



Band-Aid/plaster

Threadworms



Pinworms

Verruca




Planters/seed warts

Tonsillitis




Strep throat

Conjunctivitis



Pink eye

Food hamper



Food basket
Savoury snack



Sociables

Running the School
The day to day running of the school is done by the Headteacher (equivalent to the American Principal) and his/her staff of teachers, school secretary and non-teaching staff.  The non-teaching staff at Kempsford includes a nursery nurse who works in the Reception class (4/5 year old children).  We are lucky to have parent-helpers (equivalent to an American teacher’s aid) in our classrooms

The headteacher and staff are always available to advise and help you.  The parent governors are also available for consultation and can refer, if necessary, to the full Governing body on your behalf.

Before/After Primary Education

Pre-School Settings - In Gloucestershire we have a wide variety of private nurseries and playgroups (equivalent to American pre-school) for pre-school children aged 2 to 5.  There is a very good, inexpensive playgroup in Kempsford based in an Elliot building right next to the School.  A phone number to contact this playgroup is 01285 811000.
After Kempsford Primary School - Children are taken into school throughout the county of Gloucestershire when they are aged 4 years, and they usually transfer at the age of 11 to a comprehensive school (equivalent to American junior or middle high) – most usually to Farmor’s School in Fairford, unless parents choose otherwise.  Children complete their education at the age of 16. Although many continue studying at school for further qualifications until the age of 18.

We do hope you have found this Booklet useful.  Please let us know if you can think of ways of improving it.

We look forward to your child’s first day at Kempsford School.







